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POVERTY BAY SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
REFERENCE INFORMATION 

 
PBSPS Web Page URL: www.pbps.org 
 
Squadron Contact :  povertybay@comcast.net 
 
PBPS Elected officers meet the third Thursday of each month at 1900 to 
conduct Squadron business. All members are welcome to attend. Meet-
ings are held at the home of:   Cdr Roger Hunt, JN 
    64205 Eastside Dr NE 
    Tacoma, WA 
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The Pirates Log Staff 
 

Editor       Mailing Labels  Distribution 
Lt Julie Hale, S      Nancy Scott, P   Steve Archer, S &  Mary 
915 S. 264th      21811 122nd Pl SE  1316 SW 147th St. 
Des Moines, WA 98198     Kent, WA 98031  Seattle, WA 98166 
253-941-1674      253-630-1619   206-246-4960 
pirateslog2006@msn.com     ter-nan@comcast.com 
 

Log articles should be submitted no later than the 4th Thursday  
of the month to Julie, unless otherwise indicated in the calendar.  

Address changes should be submitted to Nancy.  
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Lt/C Rick Edel, AP Burien 98166 
� � � 206-277-0925 
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As I mentioned at the dinner meeting, the Daffodil Festival was an en-
joyable event. P/C Jack Green and Sheila Green made Brizo available 
as our flagship and they were truly gracious hosts. Once again, the 
squadron did not win any awards for precision but we all had a good 
time (and we looked good). Other highlights of the event included a 
Blackjack tournament where fortunes were made and lost. Rumor has it 
that Sue Burke lost 14 million dollars on one hand by following the ex-
cellent advice of her husband Dave. Duane Quande demonstrated his 
doubling down technique and lost 10 million. These folks were losing 
more money than the Federal Government. We might want to initiate an 
audit of the Poverty Bay funds. Wait a minute, I think Duane is on the 
auditing committee. But at the end of the weekend, the most frequently 
asked question was, “What was in those Daffotinis??” 
 
We are off to a good start in a number of areas. Under the leadership of 
P/C Jackie Smith, AP, we have completed around 70 vessel inspections. 
We have had two joint Vessel Safety events with Duwamish Yacht 
Club, and Parkshore Marina. Future events include the Navigator Boat 
Club and the Minnkota Cruising Club. If you have not had your vessel 
inspected and would like to have it done, please contact P/C Jackie 
Smith, AP, P/C Martha Hawley, JN, Lt Dave Sharp, JN, P/C Terry 
Scott, P, Lt Nancy Scott, P, Lt Craig Brown, P/C Bob Miller, JN, or Lt 
Dane Fantz. 
 
Co-op Charting continues to move forward. We have at least 4 partici-
pants so far and they are making good progress. The Agate Pass Power 
Squadron has already achieved Honor Roll status (not that I am com-
petitive). 
 
The District 16 Rendezvous will be held in Poulsbo on 19-21 June. The 
theme of the event is “Calypso Rhythms”. Like our rendezvous, they 
include a Friday night social and a Saturday night potluck. In addition  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 
 

there will be certification for Advanced Boat Operator certificates, fire 
extinguisher and flare practice, and a para-mutual sail boat race, an-
nounced by Gray Cunningham. If you have not been to a District event 
and are looking for somewhere to boat in June, this would be a good event 
and a chance to meet folks from other squadrons. 
 
 Terry Scott has taken the marketing effort forward and has worked with a 
number of folks to develop a new flyer to let people know when and 
where our ABC classes are being held. If you know of a place where these 
flyers should be distributed, please let him know.  In a more general sense, 
the E-board approved the purchase of a sign to be posted at Des Moines 
advertising the squadron. Thanks to Bob Miller for working through the 
details. 
 
 I have been combing our garage and lazarette for nautical treasures to 
bring to the auction in June. I continue to participate with the goal of ar-
riving at the auction with more stuff than I go home with. Somehow I 
have failed to clearly communicate this strategy to Gloria. I’m looking 
forward to seeing you all there. 

$%%0��,����*����56�����#�������
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 July 3-5  Des Moines 
 August 7-9  Silverdale 
 Sept 4-6  Dock Street Tacoma 
 Oct 2-4  Blake Island 
 Date Later  Winter Rndzv Des Moines 
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Ahoy!  Had a wonderful, relaxing time at the Brownsville rendezvous .  
So relaxing that it’s hard to get back into the usual busy swing of things. 
 
Volunteers Needed! 
I want to remind everyone to mark their calendars for the Safety on the 
Sound event at Des Moines Marina on July 18th.  It should be lots of fun, 
with the Farmer’s Market, the Des Moines Classic Car and Wooden Boat 
Show, a Strong Man competition and an old-fashioned sock hop in the 
evening.   
 
Poverty Bay Sail and Power Squadron will, of course, have a table at this 
event and I still need 4-6 volunteers to help out for the four hours that the 
event will be going on, as well as to help set up and tear down.  The 
hours of the event are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  E-mail or call me if 
you’d be willing to volunteer for a half-hour or an hour.  We hope to of-
fer flyers, vessel safety checks, and maybe even free tote bags to give 
away. This is a great opportunity to inform the public who we are and 
what we are about! 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Nautical Auction dinner next 
week! 
 
Hope you all get a chance to get out on the water now that the weather’s 
warmer. 
 
Safe boating, everyone. 
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Charles Swift, the attorney, who presented the program on The History 
of Pirating, Pirates, and Naval Law did a truly outstanding job. The 
comments were very positive and this was among one of the best pro-
grams we've had in a long time. As a result, the hurtle bar has been 
raised to a new level and I will need your timely input for high-quality 
future programs. 
  
For our next meeting on 4 June we will have the Nautical Auction. This 
will afford you the opportunity to gather up those boating treasures you 
have lying around and bring them with you to the dinner. Gray Cunning-
ham has agreed to be our auctioneer again this year. This will be a fun 
time and is very beneficial to the organization. So tell your friends and 
let's have a big turn out. 
  
My thanks again to those who helped with the set-up, dishes, tear-down 
and cleanup This is one of those not-so-fun jobs but it must be done for 
the good of the group. We all appreciate the effort and again, thanks. 
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Originally the word "TONNAGE” had nothing to do with weight or 
displacement of a vessel. It merely denoted the size of a ship by the 
number of TUNS (barrels) of wine which she could stow in her hold. 
Tuns referred to a large cask for liquids, especially wine, or a measure 
of liquid capacity, especially one equivalent to approximately 252 gal-
lons (954 liters). 
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Our school year is over. ABC and advanced classes completed on sched-
ule.  The last few ABC classes were well attended and the pass rate was 
100%. Come fall, we are shifting to the new ABC Revision 3. I've 
looked through the material as has Pat Foley, SN (Pat is the chair of the 
local board for basic boating education) and P/C Bob Miller, JN. We all 
believe the improvements and upgrades are of high quality and should 
be well received by future students. Some of the materials are also more 
realistic and involve photographs and video clips (mpegs) that are much 
better than previous cartoons and sketches. There is so much material 
however that the instructor corp will have to review and cull the material 
in order to fit the material to the time allowed and yet ensure the right 
subject materials are provided so the exam questions are adequately cov-
ered. 
 
The AP exams were sent out after the class ended but the results have 
not arrived as of this writing (March 26th.)   
 
Instructor Ron Davidson, JN kicked off and is teaching N for a large 
class. Noteworthy is that Ron is teaching as well as taking the class. Pat 
Foley, SN, is the official instructor of record.  The class is also being 
divided into two segments, the classes now before summer and then 
we’ll break for the summer until the fall teaching season. Students will 
then have the summer to take their moon and star shots and go though 
the sight reduction exercises to get them accomplished while the weather 
is good and the night sky visible. This will lead them to the resumption 
of classed in the fall, and the extensive Seattle to Hawaii practice cruise. 
 
We've also sent our list of courses to Karin McLean, the D-16 DEO with 
the hope that ours as well as other squadron SEO class schedules will be 
published for the whole district to see. That way we can encourage stu-
dents from other squadrons to take our classes when ours fit the need  
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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and schedule and for our members to take classes at other squadrons 
when those squadrons teach a class our members need but can't be taught 
by our instructors in a given class year. 
 
On another Education matter, it's time for the annual Chapman (Teaching 
Excellence) award.  Our squadron is nominating our long standing mem-
ber, Past Commander, Past SEO, and extraordinarily active instructor, 
Bob Miller. I'm currently collecting letters of recommendation so if any-
one wants to add theirs to the growing collection, please snail mail or 
email it to me as a .pdf with your signature on it. 
 
Please review the class schedule for 2009-2010 and don't hesitate to send 
me comments or suggestions for improvement. 
 
This coming fall, our Public Relations and marketing team will increase 
the "visibility" of USPS, PBSPS, and our ABC class availability at a 
number of locations where boaters gather. I've also experimented with 
Craigslist ads and found that one or two people who register did see the 
ads. 
 
I offer my best wishes to all for an enjoyable and safe summer boating 
season. 

Poverty Bay Sail and Power Squadron  
Education Courses 2009/2010 

 
Course Name    Dates Begin - End  Location 
 
Navigation   May 12-Nov 10, 2009 
Seamanship   April 14-May 28, 2010 
Piloting   Oct 7-Dec 2, 2009 
Advanced Piloting  Feb 23-May 4, 2010                             
Instructor Development 3 days in March, 2010 
 
ABC Classes    
    Sept 19, 2009   Des Moines 
    Oct17, 2009   Des Moines 
    Feb 20, 2010   Des Moines 
    March 13, 2010  NORPOINT 
    March 27, 2010  Des Moines 
    April 10, 2010   Des Moines 
    May 8, 2010   Des Moines 
    May 22, 2010   Kent  
        Commons 
 
Seminars 
 
TBD    TBD 
TBD    TBD 
 
 

Seamanship Question to Refresh Our Knowledge 
 
The requirement that a mariner help another mariner in distress is   
called the: 
a. unwritten law of the sea 
b. Mariner's Code of Conduct 
c. Maritime Rule of Survival 
d. international safety Code 
 

See page 20 for the answer 
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Our new Cdr Roger being sworn in by 
D/C Barbara  

Passing of the torch  

Your new Bridge  

P/Cs pass the P/C flag to Terry 

The Roast 
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I guess having a Hawaiian theme did the trick because we had fabulous weather 
for our rendezvous and only had about 2 hours of light liquid sunshine. 

 
23 boats attended and we had the unusual ex-
perience of having the marina all to ourselves 
with no other boats in the slips. The following 
boats came to Port Orchard;  Attitude, Autumn 
Mist, Bianca, Brizo, Bud Man, Burke’s Law, 
Done Stressin’, Final Answer, Flamingo, 
Friendship, Isola, Jonta, Knotty Time, Laff’n 

Gecko, Mar-Lin, Mossback, Only Time, Our Brigadoon, Puget Hound, Salty 
Dawg, Simbalaut, Spirit Walker & S’Urchin. 
 
We checked all 23 boats to see how many captains used proper cleat hitches to 
secure their vessels. 7 (30%) did and were recognized at Saturday’s dinner. 
They were Jack Green, Don Hale, DeVere Lindh, Gordon McWatters, Bob 
Miller, Jim Sola and Ed Yotter. 
 
A highly spirited game of Hawaiian Hold ‘Em was held with Beth Simon taking 
first, Ferd Nist second and Cdr Roger Hunt third. 
 
A Hawaiian Trivia contest was held; Bud Man and Simbalaut tied for first, Our 
Brigadoon came in second and Laff’n Gecko third. It must be noted that Cdr. 
Roger Hunt would have placed higher if he had not violated the rules which 
resulted in his disqualification. 
 
As usual everyone had plenty of great food to eat 
starting with hors d’oeuvres Friday evening. Saturday 
morning found 26 hungry pirates taking advantage of 
Myhre’s “senior menu”. Saturday night the squadron 
provided ham, orange chicken and BBQ baby back 
ribs with salads and side dishes provided by the mem-
bers. On Sunday morning the squadron provided a 
continental breakfast of orange juice, fresh fruit, Ha-
waiian bread and coffee. 
 

Jack and Sheila Green     Dan and Debra Ottenbacher    Joanna Webster 
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Jim Sola  4 
Evalyn Long  12 
Roy Bilodeau  13 
Don Parker  13 
Judith Estes  14 
Deborah Wiley 22 
Brad Davis  23 
Ben Jackson  24 
Judith Nist  26 
Carol Elwell  28 
Jack Green  30 

+�� �
�
Lynn Frary  2 
Roger Hunt  2 
Mary Quande  6 
Darlene Bishop 10 
Julie Powell  11 
Nancy Scott  13 
William Bishop 17 
Karen Sharp  17 
Gordon McWatters 19 
Mary Myers  21 
Dane Fantz  21 
Alan Linder  22 
Kathryn Miller 23 
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The ability to easily explore new cruising grounds and filling up on the 
fly are synonymous with trailer boating. But filling up at a gas station 
requires a special set of precautions, says Caroline Ajootian, director of 
the BoatU.S. Consumer Protection Bureau.  
 
"We have received a number of reports this summer of gas accidentally 
exiting fuel filler pipes and vents on trailered boats," says Ajootian. 
"This 'blow back' can occur for many reasons." 
 
To help you safely refuel at gas stations, the Boat Owners Association 
of The United States has these trailer boat gas station tips: 
 
Know fuel tank capacity: To prevent overfilling, trailer boaters should 
know their vessel's precise fuel capacity. This basic information is criti-
cal to a safe fill-up. 
 
Never use your boat's gas gauge while filling up: If you are not sure of 
your tank's capacity, never turn on the vessel's ignition switch to view 
your boat's gas gauge. Sparking can sometimes occur. 
 
Don't walk away: While filling up you may be tempted to save time and 
get ice, bait and snacks at the gas station's mini-mart. Don't. Leaving a 
refueling vessel unattended removes the biggest layer of safety - you. 
 
After half-full, slow down: Slowing the flow of gas after reaching your 
tank's half-full mark will reduce the chances of blowback. 
 
Where is my gas tank vent? Is the vent forward or near the transom? 
Understand how your filler tube, tank and vent are installed. If your boat 
is not level on its trailer you may find fuel inadvertently exiting the vent, 
or unable to fill tanks completely. 
 

(Continued on page 18) 
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(Continued from page 17) 

 
Fill evenly: If you have two or more tanks, distribute fuel equally. Load-
ing up one tank more than another could put your boat-and-trailer-combo 
dangerously out of balance. 
 
Never top off: Fuel that is pumped from cool, below ground holding 
tanks into your boat's tank - warmed by hot asphalt below and bright sun 
above - will expand. Not only is this a safety hazard, but you could pol-
lute. 
 
Always check the hubs: Every gas station fill-up gives you an easy op-
portunity perform a trailer hub check by placing your hand on the hub 
and inspecting for excessive warmth. Most hub failures could have been 
prevented with periodic inspections. And while you are there, check the 
tires, too. 
 
 
 
NEVER ATTEMPT TO TOW YOUR BOAT AND TRAILER UNTIL 
YOU ARE SURE THAT: 
 
· The coupler, hitch and hitch ball are all matched in size 
· The Coupler and safety chains are safely secured to the hitch 
· You have checked all fasteners for proper tightness 
· The boat is surely tied down to the trailer (the winch line is NOT a tie 

down) 
· The trailer wheel lug nuts are properly tightened 
· The trailer wheel bearings are properly adjusted and maintained 
· The load is within the maximum load carrying capacity 
· The tow vehicle and trailer tires are properly inflated 
· All tow vehicle and trailer lighting is working properly 
· The trailer brakes are properly adjusted and working (if the trailer is 

so equipped) 
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· It makes good sense to tow another boat with a twisted nylon line of 
adequate size and dependable integrity, so that the stretch in the line 
softens any shock to the cleats on both boats. The drawback is that if 
the line does give way, the stretch in the line will cause it to snap 
back with great velocity and force. So a good rule to follow is that if 
there is considerable strain on the line which could cause it to break, 
(such as in heavy weather) move to a line with less stretch, like da-
cron. Dacron will be tougher on the cleats because it has no or little 
stretch, but if it snaps, it won't fire a lethal missile toward one boat 
or the other, but should drop harmlessly into the water. 

 
· Don't tow another boat unless you are sure that your cleats and his 

will take the load and are through bolted with a backing plate. When 
a cleat is pulled free under strain, it becomes a lethal missile to any-
one standing in its path. 

 
· A towline should be one that is quickly tied, easily adjusted, and 

easily cast off. Metal fittings on the towline or bridle can become 
lethal missiles if the line breaks, so don't use them. (They can also 
sink the line into the prop if not properly tended.) 

 
· Use a bridle for towing, unless your boat is equipped with a special 

towing bit or sampson post on the centerline and forward of the rud-
der. (And I'll bet it's not.) The bridle can be attached to your aft 
cleats if they can be trusted, or to the boat's lifting hardware which 
you'll usually find bolted to the transom. The length of the bridle 
should be about 3 times the width of your boat. 

 
· When you're heaving a line to another boater or someone ashore, tie 

one end of the line to a rail or something else on or in the boat, mak-
ing sure its not underfoot or in danger of getting in the way. With 
practice, you should be able to toss an unweighted, coiled line at 
least 30 feet. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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(Continued from page 19) 

 
· When preparing to tow a Personal Watercraft, make sure the air vent 

in the front cowling is covered. Water from your wake can enter, 
and sink the disabled PWC. Connect the towline to the trailer eye, 
and if the operator is aboard, have him/her shift their weight as far 
back as possible. Consider a "hip tow" in calm waters in tight quar-
ters, and in rough seas, bring the operator on board the towing ves-
sel. 

"
���	B������*�"��������3��"3�
��)���"�	��
$$%&���$$�*����'�����"
������

 
Your telephone committee calls each member the week prior to the monthly dinner 
meeting. IF you have not been called by Sunday and you wish to attend our dinner, 
please contact Chairperson Lt Linda McDonnell, P (206-244-6714). All additions 
or cancellations to our count must be in no later than the Monday before the meet-
ing! Also Please, Please see that we have a correct phone number for you. If you 
are not being called, we probably don’t. 
 
“A reservation made is a reservation paid”. Please remember when the telephone 
calling committee member calls you for dinner reservations, that you are obligated 
to pay for your dinners if you do not attend or cancel by the Monday preceding the 
dinner meeting.  Dinner price is $18.00/person. The squadron has to pay for 
ALL reservations made. 
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Already there are reports coming in. Is your squadron in the running for 
the CoCh Honor Roll this year? You can be. May I suggest a little 
friendly competition? I’ll give you a clue – Poverty Bay is leading the 
pack. 
 
There are a few changes coming down the pike from the national com-
mittee.  Keep a look-out for the upcoming revision of the CoCh Manual. 
 
In addition, there are a number of updates under the Training, SOPs, & 
References menu on the CoCo CCWeb home page. Have someone in 
your squadron with access to CCWeb get you more information. You 
can follow this link to see the updated “TIPS FOR INCREASING 
YOUR CO-OP CHARTING CREDITS April 2009-2010”.   
 
h t t p s : / / w w w . c c w e b . n o a a . g o v / c c w e b / T r a i n i n g . a s p ?
SID=130F9BF1195612FF   
 
There are several of the NOS materials that have been updated.  Look 
for “NEW” or just check the dates. The power point presentation that 
was given at the Governing Board in Anaheim is also available there. 
 
 
 

 
Answer to Seamanship Question 

 
A.  Unwritten law of the sea 
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Nothing ingratiates a driver more, to other drivers, than driving on a dark road at 
night, without your headlights on. Oops, I'm in error. One other action a driver 
can take surpasses the level of danger of driving without headlights. That's driv-
ing with your high beams on! 
 
Which driver who's reading this article can honestly say that they have never en-
countered one or both of these situations? Can you also say you have never made 
this error? Now I did say "honestly". I'll stand up and say "Yes, I've forgotten to 
turn on my lights from time to time!" I'll also admit to "being lazy about chang-
ing my high beams to low beams." 
 
So what does driving with your headlights on, have to do with nautical lighting? 
Well, just like our landlubber cousins, boats also have headlights and backlights 
and high beams. Unlike our road-bound cousins, boating does not have the lux-
ury of a spatial backplane in which to judge, for the most part, direction of an-
other vessel. 
 
Let's explain this last statement. On the road, even on a very dark, winding, 
country road, you have sign posts, trees, houses, even fields of corn stalks. Out 
on the water, you have water, then you have water, occasionally you have an aid 
to navigation, another vessel, sounds (which can be confusing, as to their direc-
tion). In other words, it's very difficult to tell the direction of a vessel, without 
looking at their lights. 
 
Navigation Lights 
Every time I go boating at night, I am amazed at the number of people who ei-
ther have no navigational lights on, due to either forgetfulness or a partial or total 
equipment malfunction, or who have the wrong navigational lights on. 
 
For simplicity sake, let's take the standard 21ft cuddy roundabout. The Rules of 
the Road state that vessels this size need a red and a green bow light (a combina-
tion light is acceptable) capable of being seen ½ mile. In addition, a 360° all-
around white light at the stern is also required, that can be seen ½ mile. 
 

(Continued on page 23) 
 

(Continued from page 22) 

What can go wrong with this simple light configuration? Everything! From the 
combo light being not operational, to the white light not being positioned so that 
it can be seen 360° by other vessels. Navigation lights are extremely important. 
 
They tell other boaters that you are making way or at anchor. They give other 
boaters a conceptual idea of your direction vis a vi their own direction. A lookout 
(remember every vessel is required to have a lookout) that sees a red light fol-
lowed by a white light while looking over the bow can make the following as-
sumptions: The boat is going from starboard to port, and depending on distance, 
has the right of way. 
 
If you saw a white light in front of you, the vessel is either moving in the same 
direction or is at anchor. Speaking of anchor lights. A vessel that is at anchor, that 
is not in a "special anchorage area' must show an anchor light. An anchor light is 
a 360° white light. 
So, if you're fishing and drifting, you should have on your navigation lights. If 
you're fishing on an anchor, then it's the anchor light. In any event, before you 
leave the dock, make sure your lights are operational! 
 
High Beams 
So you're saying to yourself, how am I, going to tie high beams into navigational 
lights. Yup, you're right; the nav light switch has three positions, off, navigation 
light and anchor light. Ever hear of your spot light? 
Those ingenious lights that are either hand held or attached to your bow. Those 
zillion candle white lights that can make night into day. That extremely useful 
tool that can blind the pilot of the other vessel, and cause night blindness that can 
take 45 minutes to self correct. Yup, that's the light! 
 
Why do people find it necessary to point the light at the pilot of the other vessel? 
The correct way to use your spot light is to a) use it sparingly and b) move the 
spot along the water toward the unknown object and/or vessel. 
Once the object is seen at the water's edge, move the light along the water water-
line to see if it's a vessel or some other object. If it's a vessel, don't lift the beam 
above the gunwale, because the higher you lift the light, the better the chance 
you'll blind the other vessel's occupants. 
 
If you identified the object as not being a vessel, then slowly lift the light up the 
object, making sure that as much as the beam of light strikes the object. This way 
you can get a good identification on the object. Remember, there are other 
boater's out there, and by swinging your spot light hither and yarn, you can still 
cause night blindness for other boaters. 
�
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