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Commander 
Cdr Jack Green, AP 

30822 36th Ct SW 
Federal Way, WA 98023 

253-835-8076 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Terry Scott, S 

21811 122nd Pl SE 
Kent, 98031 

253-630-1619 

Education Officer 
Lt/C Ron Davidson, JN 

28829 164th Ave. SE 
Kent, 98042  

253-373-1798 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Dave Howells. AP 

P.O. Box 418 
Hobart, WA 98025 

425-432-2619 

Secretary 
Lt/C Don Parker, AP 

P.O. Box 515 
Wauna, WA 98395 

206-999-2776 

Treasurer 
Lt/C John McKay, AP 

24425 Marine View Dr. 
Des Moines, WA 98198 

206-824-9674 

Asst. Education Officer 
1st Lt Rick Edel, AP 

15626 21st Ave SW 
Burien, WA 98166 

206-277-0925 

Membership 
Lt John Tollo, AP 

630 SW 179th Place 
Normandy Park, WA 98166 

206-246-5648 
 

Member Involvement 
P/C Gray Cunningham, S 

13221 SE 187th Place 
Renton, WA 98058 

425-228-5230 

Pirate’s Log Editor 
Lt Julie Hale, S 

915 So. 264th 
Des Moines, WA 98198 

253-941-1674 

PBSPS Web Page URL 
www.pbps.org 

Squadron Contact  
povertybay@comcast.net  

PBPS Elected officers meet the third Thursday of each month at 1900 to conduct Squad-
ron business. All members are welcome to attend. Meetings are held at the home of 
Cdr Jack Green. 30822 36th Ct SW, Federal Way 

General membership meetings & programs are on the first Thursday of the month at 
1800 at Zenith Place, 1826 So. 240th, Des Moines. 

The Pirates Log Staff 
 

Editor       Mailing Labels  Distribution 
Lt Julie Hale, S      Durell Jones, P   Steve Archer, S &  Mary 
 915 S. 264th      2130 S. 254th St.  1316 SW 147th St. 
Des Moines, WA 98198     Des Moines, WA 98198  Seattle, WA 98166 
253-941-1674      206-824-8809   206-246-4960 
pirateslog2006@msn.com   durell.jones@worldnet.att.net 
 

Log articles should be submitted no later than  
the 4th Thursday of the month to Julie.  

Address changes should be submitted to Durell.  
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The Nominating Committee is excited to announce the 2008-2009 slate 
of officers. We hope you will attend the Dinner Meeting on March 6th and 
vote to approve the nominations. 
 
Commander:    Terry Scott, S 
Executive Officer:   David Howells, AP 
Squadron Education Officer:  Rick Edel, AP 
Administrative Officer:  Wendy Mc Gee, P 
Secretary:    Eileen Edel, S 
Treasurer:    Don Parker, AP 
Assistant SEO:   Roger Hunt, AP 
 
Members At Large:  Dave Sharp, AP 
    Tom Spohn, P 
    Jim Anderson, AP 
 
Auditing Committee:  Duane Quande, P  
    DeVere Lindh, SN  
 
Rules Committee:  Steve Archer, S 
    Dave Burke, S 
    Gray Cunningham, S 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
P/C Jackie Smith, AP 
P/C Ross Earnst, AP 
P/C Bob Miller, AP 
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District 16 held its Spring Council meeting on February 16 at the 
Meydenbauer Bay Yacht Club.  Sheila and I were joined by Lt/C 
Terry Scott, S, Lt/C David Howells, AP, 1st/L Rick Edel, AP, Eileen 
Edel, S, P/C Jackie Smith, AP and P/C Joanna Webster, AP.  While 
this was not the most stimulating D/16 meeting, it did provide our in-
coming officers a chance to meet with their counterparts from other 
Squadrons to discuss their upcoming roles with the corresponding Dis-
trict Officer.  V/C Frank Dvorak, SN, from the Bellevue Sail & Power 
Squadron reviewed next year’s Commander’s Challenge with the en-
tire group and brought clarification to numerous items. 
 
The District 16 Spring Conference will be held in La Conner on 
March 14-15.  What is significant about this meeting is that it is the 
District’s Change of Watch and our own P/C Joanna Webster, AP, 
will be installed as the District Administrative Officer, putting her in 
line to become the District Commander in March, 2010. P/C Joanna 
will become only the 4th member of Poverty Bay to achieve District 
Commander status.  Preceeding Joanna were David Foley, SN, in 
1976, George White, JN, in 1980 and Sharron Hunter, AP, in 1997.  
Congratulations Joanna!! You can count on Poverty Bay to give you 
any and all support you need to make your next 3 years a big success. 
 
Speaking of Change of Watch, ours will be held on Saturday, April 5.  
Incoming Commander Terry Scott will be sending out invitations very 
soon but please be sure to reserve this evening and plan to attend.  I 
will be easy to pick out - I’ll be the one with the biggest smile on my 
face!! 
 
On a more serious note, over the next month or so your new Bridge 
will be asking many of you to take on some leadership roles for the 
next year.  Many of these roles don’t take a lot of time and the pay can  
 

 

 

 
be pretty good (a merit mark!).  We have a lot of members who have con-
tributed for several years and would like either to take a year off or take 
on something different, so if you are asked, please give it serious consid-
eration.  I can assure you it is very rewarding to feel you are contributing 
to a volunteer organization as great as Poverty Bay Sail & Power Squad-
ron. 
 
  
 BOAT SAFELY AND HELP OTHERS TO DO THE SAME! 
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James D Fraser - 1st Active 
Deana D Fraser - 2nd Active 
Rhiannon Fraser - Jr Member 
 Audrie Privett     - Jr Member 
 
Address 23636 SE 282nd St 
Maple Valley, WA 98038 
  
Home Phone   425-413-8960 
Email:    fraser1969@gmail.com 
 
James' Bus Phone  858-826-8417     
Deana's Bus Phone  253-372-7273      
email    deanadoylene@gmail.com 
  
Boat Name        Hetaira              33' Sail 
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We’ve almost made it through winter, spring is in the air, and rendezvous 
season is right around the corner. We're looking for people that would like 
to host. If you haven’t hosted a rendezvous in the past and would like to, 
but are not sure what to do, give a call and Nancy and I will co-host with 
you, It’s really lots of fun. The dates and locations are below, so pick one 
and LET’S GET READY TO RENDEZVOUS! 
�

DATE DESTINATION 

April 25-26-27 Port Orchard Marina 

May 23-24-25-26 Brownsville 

July 4-5-6 Des Moines Marina 

August 8-9-10 Poulsbo 

Aug 29-31, Sept 1 Port of Olympia 

Oct 3-4-5 Blake Island 

#
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Founder’s Day was a great success for us again, even though we had a 
smaller than usual turnout. Don Parker and Diane Yotter took the best 
dressed prizes, while Julie Hale took home the quiz prize. Only Gaye 
Howells knew who the Member directly related to Captain Henry Mor-
gan was, I wonder how….. 
 
At the March 6th Meeting we will have the Tall Ships representative in 
to give us a talk on their function and the upcoming Tall Ships visit. We 
will also vote on the incoming EBoard and Bridge at that meeting so be 
there to be counted!. 
 
It is appropriate at this time, as I reach the end of my year as Adminis-
trative Officer, to acknowledge the enormous help given to myself and 
the Squadron by those volunteers who truly make this all work. We have 
13 Chairs working under my position, without whom nothing would 
happen. I would like to express my thanks to the following leaders who 
are not always acknowledged enough: 
 
Operations Training, covered by P/C Joanna Webster, AP 
Our Publication Chair Lt Julie Hale, S who does such a great job despite 
Don’s help, 
The Mailing Committee starring Steve Archer, S and Mary Archer and 
Durell Jones,  P. The Telephone Committee under Linda McDonnell, P 
Property Officers P/C Dave Burke, S and Duane Quande, P. Carol 
Thompson, P as Gatekeeper, P/C Gray Cunningham, S and Mary 
Quande who cover Member Involvement, and P/C Bob Miller, AP our 
Membership Chairman. 
 
To you guys and your teams, thank you so much for your support and 
humor over the year. I wish the incoming Administrative Officer my 
luck in having such a great  group behind me. 
 

Onwards and Upwards 
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Our Engine Maintenance course kicked-off on Tuesday evening 04 
March and our Advanced Piloting Course is scheduled to begin on the 
12th of March. There is still time to join either class but only IF you act 
quickly and email me at rdusmc@comcast.net to let me know you wish 
to join! 
 
The EM course: 
The new Engine Maintenance course 2007 has been put into one ten 
chapter course that stresses the diagnosis of modern systems, while also 
teaching the basics of engine layout and operation. Gasoline inboards, 
outboards, and diesel engines are taught in a way that reinforces the 
common aspects of how engines work. This new course is complete in 
one book with one exam. Cost of EM will be $40.00 which includes the 
text and test. 
 
For AP, topics covered include: 
Review of skills learned in Piloting 
Advanced positioning techniques, such as advancing a line of position 
Other electronics:  radar, depth sounders, autopilots, chartplotters, lap-
top computer software, etc. 
Hazard avoidance techniques using electronics (e.g., “keep out” zones in 
GPS, etc.) 
Collision avoidance using radar and GPS 
Working with tides: clearances, depth, effects of current 
Piloting with wind and currents 
The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course 
 
Cost of AP will be $32.00 if you use your Weekend Navigator text from 
Piloting or $45.00 if you need both the AP text and WE Navigator. 
 
Our public boating (ABC) class held on Saturday 09 February 2008 at 
Des Moines had 16 students and we had a family that attended join the 
squadron! Please welcome the Fraser family when next you meet them.  
 

 

 
Our next public boating course will be held on 01 Mar 2008 at the Centre 
at Norpoint in Federal Way. If you’re a certified instructor and would 
like to help in supporting the public boating schedule by teaching a chap-
ter or two, please contact me and let me know. Even if you’re not an in-
structor, we need your help with proctoring the exam and class admini-
stration, so if you’re looking for a fun way to help the squadron, please 
help the boating class! 
 
If you’ve upgraded your computer’s operating system to Windows Vista 
you may encounter problems when attempting to install or run our Map-
tech navigation software. Maptech's Offshore Navigator and related 
products, including our Maptech Digital Chart Training CD, were created 
long before Microsoft Windows Vista was released. Microsoft Vista is 
designed to restrict access to certain core components of the operating 
system, in order to make the system more robust and secure. Unfortu-
nately, by doing this, older applications must be run "As Administrator" 
and in "Windows XP Compatibility Mode" in order to function correctly. 
To get instructions on how to do this, browse to our USPS Education De-
partment home page at http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/ and follow 
the link under “Running the Maptech Digital Chart Training CD under 
Vista”. While you’re there, you can also download NOAA charts for free 
from our Education Department page by following the link on the right 
side of the page. 
 
If you have any questions about on-going or upcoming classes, PBPS 
education in general, or any concerns please email me at 
rdusmc@comcast.net and remember, our class schedules are available 
anytime on our web site at www.pbps.org  
 

Be safe out there! See you in class. 
�
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PBSPS Fall 2007 – Winter/Spring 2008 Educational Schedule 
 
Public Boating Classes – ABC Saturdays 0800 - 1630 
 
01 Mar 2008 Centre at Norpoint 
22 Mar 2008 Des Moines 
12 Apr 2008 Des Moines 
03 May 2008 Des Moines 
17 May 2008 Kent Parks and Recreation 
 
USPS/PBPS Member Classes 1900 – 2100 on the evenings indicated; at 
Des Moines 
 
Instructor Development* Tuesdays 29  Jan – 26 Feb 
Engine Maintenance  Tuesdays 4 March - 8 April 
Advanced Piloting (AP)* Wednesdays 12 March - 14 May 
Seamanship (S)*  Tuesdays 15 April - 27 May 
 
* Schedule changed to accommodate resources 
 
If you have any questions about classes or any educational issues please 
email me at rdusmc@comcast.net. Our schedule is always available on 
our website at www.pbps.org  
 

Boat safely, skipper and crew! 
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I am pleased to advise you that our revised By-Laws have been approved 
by P/R/C Gene R. Van Rhee, SN, who is a member of USPS’s Commit-
tee on Rules. The formal approval date is February 5, 2008, even though 
it was approved by you at our dinner meeting on January 3, 2008. On 
behalf of your Executive Board and your Rules Committee, I want to 
thank the membership for its support of this effort. It was a lengthy proc-
ess and one that will not have to repeated any time soon. 
 
P/C Joanna Webster, AP, has informed me it is her intention to publish a 
revised roster in April and include a copy of the revised By-Laws with 
the roster. 
 
You will begin to see changes being implemented gradually as we phase 
into adding “Sail” to our name. Our Webmaster, Lt. Terry Smith, P, has 
already modified our Website. District 16 has been notified and changed 
our name in its 2008-2009 roster. Our Ship’s Store, headed by Lt. Ed and 
Diane Yotter, will be focusing on selling the (now) “vintage and collect-
able” clothing items and bringing in new items over the summer and fall. 
Your Eboard has approved purchasing several new banners for use at 
rendezvous and other public appearances. (We have acted quickly on this 
expense in order to take advantage of the District paying for 50% of the 
cost as part of their support for public relations.) 
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Situation from Vessel A: It is 2300 on 25 July and you are piloting your well-
equipped vessel about 60 miles from shore on a course of 268° True at a speed 
of 21.8 knots. Visibility is down to less than .5 nm due to fog (you previously 
reduced speed from 23 knots due to the fog) and your automatic foghorn is 
sounding. 
 
 Your radar detects a vessel ahead 4° to starboard of your course line at a dis-
tance of 17 nm. At first you assume that it is a slower vessel and you are ap-
proaching from the stern but additional radar echoes soon tell you that it is an 
approaching vessel. You continue to be watchful of the vessel on your radar 
and, based on your observations, you assume that you will make a starboard to 
starboard pass at a separation distance of .7 to .8 nm. Because you’ve experi-
enced this type of situation many times in the past, you do not plot the ap-
proaching vessel’s relative position or movement on the chart. You inform your 
lookout to be especially watchful for ship lights off the starboard bow.  
 
Situation from Vessel B: Vessel B is on a course of 095° True at a speed of 18 
knots. Visibility is 5 – 7 nm and clear. Vessel B’s radar detects Vessel A at a 
range of 10 nm, 2° off the port bow; a plot is made on the chart. Vessel B’s 
commander notices that you are rapidly approaching and the bearing is increas-
ing slowly. At a range of 6 nm the plot indicates that you are 4° to port of the 
course line creating a port to port passing situation at a distance of .7 to .8 nm. 
Vessel B’s lookout is instructed to be watchful for ship lights off the port bow. 
 
The distance between the vessels is closing and at a separation of 1.8 to 1.9 nm 
ship lights are finally seen by both the commander and lookout of Vessel B. 
The lights are 20° off the port bow and show two white lights, the lower to the 
left of the upper, and a red light. Vessel B’s commander alters course 20° to 
starboard to ensure a safe passing distance of at least 1 nm. 
 
Meanwhile, back on Vessel A, you’ve been watching very intently for ship 
lights and at a range of 1 nm you suddenly catch a brief glimpse of approaching 
lights through the haze, two white lights, with the lower to the right of the up-
per. Your assumption of a starboard to starboard pass is confirmed. But wait!  
The next moment visibility improves and you clearly see the lower white light 
is to the left of the upper and you see a red light!! 
 

 

 
Which course of action would you choose? 
a. Swerve hard to port 
b. Swerve hard to starboard 
c. Proceed on your course 
d. Stop your engine and full reverse 
 
The Captain of Vessel A chose to swerve hard to port while maintaining 21.8 
knots.  
 
The year was 1956 and a collision ensued resulting in vessel A going down in 
270’ of water approximately 11 hours later at 1009 on 26 July 1956 at L 40° 
29’ N Lo 69° 50’ W in the vicinity of Nantucket Lightship off Cape Cod. 51 
souls from Vessel A and 5 from Vessel B perished. 
 
Vessel A was the pride of the Italian fleet, Captained by Piero Calamai, a vet-
eran of over 40 years at sea; his vessel was 697’ long and displaced 29,083 
tons; she carried 1134 passengers and 574 crew members on her 51st voyage, 
Westbound for New York from Genoa. Her name was Andrea Doria; named 
after Admiral Andrea Doria, an Italian national hero, who had liberated Genoa 
from French domination in 1528. 
 
Vessel B was the newest, but not the most luxurious ship of the Swedish Amer-
ica Line, Captained by Gunnar Nordenson, a veteran of over 45 years at sea; 
she was 528’ long and displaced 12,165 tons; she carried 534 passengers and a 
crew of 213 on her 103rd voyage, Eastbound out of New York. Her name was 
Stockholm. Captain Nordenson was not on the bridge at the time of the colli-
sion. At the time of the collision the ship was commanded by a young watch 
officer, well-trained and experienced, 3rd Mate Johan Cartens-Johannsen. 
 
Article 18 of the International Rules of the Road at Sea in effect from 1897 to 
1977 stated: “When two steam vessels meeting end on, or nearly end on so as to 
involve risk of collision, each shall alter her course to starboard so that each 
shall pass on the port side of the other.” 
 
Our present rules which went into effect in 1977 read: COLREGS Navigation 
Rule #14 Head-on Situation (a) states: “When two power-driven vessels are 
meeting on reciprocal or nearly reciprocal courses so as to involve risk of colli-
sion each shall alter her course to starboard so that each shall pass on the port 
side of the other.”  
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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(Continued from page 14) 

 
Also, present Rule #19 Conduct of Vessels in Restricted Visibility (d) states: “A 
vessel which detects by radar alone the presence of another vessel shall deter-
mine if a close-quarters situation is developing or risk of collision exists. If so, 
she shall take avoiding action in ample time, provided that when such action 
consists of an alteration of course, so far as possible the following shall be 
avoided: 
an alteration of course to port for a vessel forward of the beam, other than for a 
vessel being overtaken. 
an alteration of course toward a vessel abeam or abaft the beam.” 
  
Unfortunately, this maritime catastrophe is what has come to be called a “radar 
assisted collision” because the bridge officers on Andrea Doria were not very 
familiar with the use of radar as a navigation tool and formed erroneous as-
sumptions from its information. Had they plotted Vessel B’s relative position 
track they likely would have realized that the respective vessel courses were a 
close-quarters, port to port passage and not starboard to starboard passage as 
assumed. 
 
The investigation following this tragedy was never completed because the two 
companies involved settled the issue out of court with no “placing of fault” and 
each company covered its own losses. The “fault” could be assessed by virtue 
of the difference in cost of repairing the Stockholm and the cost of the total loss 
of the Andrea Doria.  
 
Stockholm’s Captain Nordenson was later assigned to command Swedish Amer-
ica Line’s newest ship, the Gripsholm, with Carstens-Johannsen assigned as his 
3rd Mate. Gripsholm ironically, was built by the Ansaldo shipyard in Genoa, 
Italy, the same shipyard that had built the Andrea Doria. The Andrea Doria’s 
Captain Calamai was denounced by his employer and never went to sea again as 
captain of a vessel. 
 
This catastrophic event certainly should and could have been avoided and high-
lights the fact that a ship have a very experienced Captain and may be equipped 
with the latest technologically advanced devices but, if the Captain and the crew 
have not thoroughly practiced using the technological devices, relying on them 
could be worse than not having them aboard at all! 
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Your telephone committee calls each member the week prior to the monthly dinner 
meeting. IF you have not been called by Sunday and you wish to attend our dinner, 
please contact Chairperson Lt Linda McDonnell, P (206-244-6714). All additions 
or cancellations to our count must be in no later than the Monday before the meet-
ing! Also Please, Please see that we have a correct phone number for you. If you 
are not being called, we probably don’t. 
 
 
“A reservation made is a reservation paid”. Please remember when the telephone 
calling committee member calls you for dinner reservations, that you are obligated 
to pay for your dinners if you do not attend or cancel by the Monday preceding the 
dinner meeting.  Dinner price is $18.00/person. The squadron has to pay for 
ALL reservations made. 
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Can we learn anything from this description? Yes! Navigate prudently and, in 
conditions of reduced visibility, slow down! If you have radar and GPS aboard 
your vessel, practice with them often while conditions are clear so that if condi-
tions deteriorate you can navigate confidently and competently with the informa-
tion they provide. And remember, GPS can only tell you where you are. 
 
 For more information on this tragedy, see the books Out of the Fog The Sinking 
of Andrea Doria by Algot Mattson and Collision Course by Alvin Moscow. 
 
 For more information on using your radar and GPS, order the USPS Leaning 
Guide for Radar and the Learning Guide for GPS by calling 1-888-FORUSPS. 
They are very reasonably priced for USPS members. 
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Christy Cooke   9 
John Christopherson  12 
Val Tollo   12 
David McGillivray  12 
Roderick McGillivray  12 
Amiel Forshee   14 
Gary Williamson  16 
Julie Blackford  18 
Susan McGillivray  19 
Jeff LaBounty   20 
Debbie Nelson   23 
Terry Tennant   24 
Rossell Earnst   30  
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Richard Bolen  1 
John Willard  2 
Ferd Nist  6 
Jamelle Garcia  7 
Darlene Bishop 10 
Linda Huddleston 13 
John Daly  14 
Lowell Anderson 15 
Janice Peters  23 
Carol Thompson 24 
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No matter which outdoor activity we choose, be it boating, hiking, or what-
ever, we’ll be affected by the weather. Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to predict 
what the weekend weather will be like on a planned cruise to our favorite des-
tination?  
 
The Content 
Our Weather course will provide basic weather knowledge for safer and more 
enjoyable boating. You’ll learn to make weather predictions based upon obser-
vations of the sky, barometer and wind information, as well as weather data 
provided by maps, satellite images, and radio and TV broadcasts. The class is 
modular and comprised of modules Wx 101 Basic Weather and Wx 102 Ad-
vanced Weather with an exam on each module. You’ll learn how to identify 
cloud types and interpret their presence and movements as well as learn about 
other weather phenomena.  
 
What Makes the Weather? 
The weather is Earth’s way of balancing the heat absorbed from the Sun by 
redistributing it from the tropics toward the poles and moving the cold air of 
the Polar Regions southward toward the tropics. Without this distribution of 
heat and cold, the tropics would continue heating and the poles would continue 
cooling. In short, the weather is Earth’s thermostat to prevent temperature ex-
tremes from literally ending all life on earth. Both air (~60%) and ocean cur-
rents (~40%) are responsible for distributing heat and cold throughout the 
globe. 
 
What’s to Learn? 
In order to understand weather patterns and thus make predictions from data gathered, 
we must grasp the “big picture” of the concepts of Earth’s atmospheric conditions. 
Solar heat absorbed by the Earth in the tropics causes the air over the land and water to 
rise to great heights and move toward the Polar Regions. Because this rise is almost 
vertical in this region, there is very little wind associated with the process and the areas 
around the Equator from 10° N to 10° S earn the moniker “The Doldrums”.  
 

(Continued on page 19) 
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(Continued from page 18) 
 

Well, what goes up must come down so, this tropical air cools as it moves 
toward the poles and some descends in large areas around 30° N/S and 60° N/
S with the remainder descending at the poles. The downward force of this air 
onto the air already present at the surface produces an increase in air pressure 
at these locations called “High Pressure areas” or “Hadley Cells”; Hadley is 
the name of the scientist that proved their existence.  
 
As this descending air strikes the surface of the earth, it is pushed outward in 
all directions along the surface and, when combined with the rotation of the 
earth, makes these breezes turn to the right in the Northern Hemisphere 
(called the Coriolis Effect) thus making the wind associated with a High pres-
sure area rotate clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere (counter clockwise 
(left) in the Southern Hemisphere). These winds are light near 30°N & S and 
these areas are called the “Horse Latitudes”. The winds around these Hadley 
cells are also responsible for the “prevailing southwesterlies” and 
“northeasterly tradewinds” in the Northern hemisphere and the “prevailing 
northwesterlies” and “southeasterly tradewinds” in the Southern Hemisphere. 
(Winds are named by the direction they are moving from, thus a North Wind 
originates in the north and blows southward). 
 
Land and water react differently to the absorption and radiation of solar heat. 
Land heats and cools more dramatically than water making the air over land 
behave differently compared to the air over water. This temperature differ-
ence causes a pressure difference called a gradient and this gradient influ-
ences the general air movement as described earlier and helps to form more 
regional or local weather events.  
 
When cool, moist air from over water moves onto land and mixes with 
warmer, dry air, it is heated and begins to rise. As it rises, the air cools and the 
moisture it contains condenses to form clouds that may lead to various forms 
of precipitation depending upon the amount of moisture and the temperature. 
The rising air decreases surface air pressure forming a “Low Pressure” area. 
Again the Earth’s rotation causes the air to turn to the right, but now it is ris-
ing (Northern Hemisphere) and thus forms a counter-clockwise, when viewed 
from above, rotational wind around the low pressure area. If conditions are 
right, this low pressure area causes surface air around the low to be “sucked” 
in to replace the air that went aloft. This replacement air is also heated and 
sent rising and if it is moist, clouds thicken and more precipitation is formed  
 
��

 
 

and more wind generated and the cycle continues eventually creating towering 
thunderstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, etc. Are you beginning to get the idea? 
Learning about these phenomena and the various cloud types and cloud forma-
tions created is crucial to your ability to predict weather events.  
 
Lows do not just form over land, they can form anywhere warm and cool air 
masses collide and begin the mixing process and convection (upward movement) 
occurs. This mixing action sometimes produces storms that have warm and cold 
fronts and associated winds and precipitation. The weather class will teach you 
how to recognize the precursors to this nasty weather. 
 
 There are persistent low pressure areas in the Northern Hemisphere located at 
approximately 60° North Latitude in both the Northern Pacific (the Aleutian 
Low) and Northern Atlantic (the Icelandic Low) that act as storm generators and 
can and do wreak havoc on unwary (or imprudent) mariners in both oceans. Re-
member “The Perfect Storm”? If you’ve seen the movie, do you recall the 
weather fax being received? What did it tell them? I’ll have more on that later. 
 
 There are also persistent High Pressure areas in the Northern Hemisphere, the 
“Pacific High” over a large portion of the mid-Pacific and the “Bermuda-Azores 
High” over the mid-Atlantic. These high pressure areas are responsible for the 
prevailing northwesterlies and southeasterly tradewinds mentioned earlier. The 
size and strength of the Bermuda-Azores high typically determines the path of 
Atlantic hurricanes spawned off the west coast of Africa and traveling around the 
high’s circumference, while the Pacific High influences the path of typhoons 
(Pacific hurricanes) in the Western Pacific. 
 
 Conclusion 
There are many forces at work in our atmosphere that contribute to the forming 
of our weather patterns so please understand that even our most highly trained 
meteorologists using high technology weather data obtained from satellites and 
super-computer generated weather models don’t get their predictions correct 
more than about 70% of the time but don’t let that stop you from learning more 
about the weather. Join our weather class when next offered in order to learn how 
to make informed, prudent decisions about the weather for the safety of your ves-
sel and more importantly, the safety and relaxation of your crew! See you in 
class and happy voyaging! 
 

(Continued on page 20) 
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(Continued from page 19) 

 
Want more, can’t wait, intellectually curious? Want to see a weather fax like in 
“The Perfect Storm”? 
 
If you’re feeling adventurous, go online to the “National Weather Service radio-
fax charts for the North Pacific and Tropical East Pacific website at http://
weather.noaa.gov/fax/ptreyes.shtml and scroll down the page to find and click 
“Surface Charts”; select the latest (date and Universal Coordinated Time (UTC) 
of 0000Z, 0600Z, 1200Z or 1800Z (“Z” or Zulu zone time is the same as UTC)) 
“Sfc Analysis NE Pacific (Part 1) 20N-70N 115W-175W” and click the “GIF” 
button. Right-click the resulting picture and choose Print Picture. Then click 
your browser’s “Back” button and scroll down to find “Upper Air Charts”. 
Once again select the latest 500 MB Analysis 20N-70N, 115W-135E, click the 
GIF button, and print that page also.  
 
You now have the latest weather data for the Eastern Pacific and can view to-
day’s weather patterns. The surface chart shows the surface weather patterns, 
highs, lows, surface wind speed and direction, and pressure gradients with iso-
bar lines (areas of equal pressure) and the “Upper Air Chart” (500 mb) shows, 
among other things, how the surface patterns will be “steered” by the “Jet 
Stream” (along the storm track line (dark line marked 564 (it is the 5640 meter 
altitude line))). Remember, weather moves generally, west to east so, what you 
see out on the Pacific today could be over Puget Sound tomorrow. 
 
Together these two charts explain much about today’s weather and what the 
probability of significant weather events over the next 12-24 hours will be. 
You’ll learn more about how to read these charts during the class. This NWS 
website also offers a “Radio Fax User’s Guide” in Adobe Acrobat format for 
download (on the left side of the main page) that includes detailed information 
on how to read various weather charts produced by the Marine Prediction Cen-
ter. OK now, get to work and learn! Then register for the next Weather class! 

�����
����
���
�*�����*�"
�2>�

  
We would like to create a “Hot Spot” book for the squadron, based on 
your wonderful experiences and vacations on the boat. Please help us by 
telling us what places you like to cruise to and why it was wonderful. You 
may submit your information via e-mail to the Pirate’s Log:  pi-
rateslog2006@msn.com. You may also submit it via snail mail to: Terry 
Fantz, 23226 SE 22nd CT, Maple Valley, WA 98038, or you may simply 
bring it to a rendezvous or a dinner meeting. 
 
Name of the place:   
 
  
Location (can be general) 
 
  
What month did you go: 
 
  
What did you enjoy about this place: 
 
 
 
Name of the place:   
 
  
Location (can be general) 
 
  
What month did you go: 
 
  
What did you enjoy about this place: 
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