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General membership meetings & programs are on the first Thursday of the month at 
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The Pirates Log Staff 
 

Editor       Mailing Labels  Distribution 
Lt Julie Hale, S      Nancy Scott, P   Steve Archer, S &  Mary 
915 S. 264th      21811 122nd Pl SE  1316 SW 147th St. 
Des Moines, WA 98198     Kent, WA 98031  Seattle, WA 98166 
253-941-1674      253-630-1619   206-246-4960 
pirateslog2006@msn.com     ter-nan@comcast.com 
 
All squadron families need to be subscribed to the Poverty Bay Email Distribution list by 
going to http://www.usps.org/mailman/listinfo/povertybay and following the directions 
there. This will assure that you are notified of any important information for members. 
 

Log articles should be submitted no later than the 4th Thursday  
of the month to Julie, unless otherwise indicated in the calendar.  

Address changes should be submitted to Nancy.  
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Friday:   Typical heavy appetizers 
 
Saturday 
Daytime:   Build your costume and decorate your boat 
 
3-4 PM:  Kids would go around to the boats and trick or treat.  Kids, be 
sure and dress in costume!  Pirates, decorate your boat and make it scary for the 
trick or treaters and don’t forget to bring a little treat for them. 
 
5PM:   Potluck, everyone bring something.   
 
6:30 PM: HALLOWEEN PARTY!!!!!!!!! This is a Halloween Party so 
you must dress!!!!,   I know you guys are up to it, remember I saw you all do 
Karaoke!   I have already heard about some pretty cool costumes, hope you can 
join us. We will play a few Halloween games, have a best costume contest and 
dance to Monster Mash tunes, and maybe some Karaoke.  I will have some fes-
tive treats and the witches brew (fruit and juice) but I will need some help spik-
ing the brew so bring a little something. 
 
This is an open Rendezvous; bring friends, potential interested members and or 
family. If you’re not on the boat, just come on down Friday, Saturday, or both. 
Anyone who brings interested members will receive a gift 
 
  
Let me know if you would like to join us. 
Just send back a reply with this information:  Teresa_Fantz@yahoo.com 
Do you need a slip? 
Boat size and name? 
What days (Fri, Sat)? 
Are you bringing guests (interested parties) 
How many adults? 
How many children? 
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Nancy and I got to spend our first extended time in the San Juan’s. 
How blessed are we that we have this beautiful chain of islands within 
a two hour drive of the metropolitan Seattle area? 
 
We saw our first killer whales, which actually turned out be a super 
pod, the coming together of three different pods, so we witnessed 80+ 
whales in close proximity, a spectacle we later learned was special by 
anyone’s expectations. We witnessed sea otters, Bald Eagles, way too 
many sea birds to even count and spectacular scenery. During our 10 
days we saw one coast guard boat and one dept of fisheries boat that 
we learned issued a $5000.00 fine to a fishing boat trolling within 50 
feet of the whales. 
 
Here’s what our trip taught us; it is up to each individual to follow safe 
boating and ecologically sound rules because law enforcement isn’t 
capable of patrolling to the extent that you would think they should. 
 
I’m not for over enforcement, but the health reports on the Puget 
Sound prove that individuals are still abusing fishing and dumping 
rules placed to benefit us all. As members of the United States Power 
Squadron it’s our responsibility to educate those around us to safe 
boating and ecological practices to insure that these boating opportuni-
ties are there for future generations. How many times have you wit-
nessed someone cleaning their boat with soap only to rinse the suds 
into the sound? This is an illegal activity that damages the areas in 
which we live and play. 
 
You all know I love to fish, I have had more than one senior member 
tell me they no longer fish because it’s too tough to catch a fish. This 
is the result of the abuse of imposed limits and the environment that 
the fish live in. I attended the education seminar and had a commander 
of a squadron tell me with conviction that the decline in salmon was 
due to the cleaning efforts that has been put in place on the Puget 
Sound. He based his belief on the fact that when he was young and the  
 
 

 

Navy was dumping varnish, paint and other chemicals in the sound he 
was catching 30lb king right off shore. I should have challenged his 
statement but didn’t want to cause a scene. 
 
Guess what, we all have to start making a scene, we need to stand up 
for our convictions, when witnessing unsafe activities operational or 
ecological. I always hear that the United States Power squadron is the 
best organization no one has ever heard of, we need to start making 
some noise. 
 
Do it in an educational way and explain that you are a member of THE 
safe boating organization in the United States! Inform fellow boaters of 
safe practices and make them aware of the classes we offer to help them 
become better boaters. This is in the interest of all of us, we want new 
members, give them something to care about, and let them know we 
care about the same things.  
 
 
 

���#	0�������
 
After one particularly difficult passage, a famous cruising couple find 
themselves at the Pearly Gates, where their lines are taken by St. Peter 
himself.  "There doesn't seem to be much record of you, good or bad," 
he says. "so I'm going to let you decide for yourselves whether you go 
to heaven or hell. First let me describe them for you. On the one hand, 
you could spend eternity in cramped quarters, your beds a few inches 
shorter than you are tall, your food and water always rationed, and a 
shower something you could only dream of." 
 
“And what about hell?" the couple asked.  
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Avast there Pirates, the weather is really cooling down. Today I visited the boat 
in Tyee and got her winter tenting put on. It’s at this time that a final oil change 
and full check of your hoses and clamps is prudent. If you haven’t already done 
it, run a test cycle on your automatic bilge pumps to ensure they will take care of 
your boat through the winter. I always like to test the pump manually, then throw 
a bucket of seawater in there on Auto. 
January is not a good time to find out that the pumps are out, or the float is stuck 
down. 
 
If you missed the Steak Fry on  20 September, you missed a treat, despite mis-
giving about the weather. 45 brave souls turned up for fellowship, wine and 
BBQ. It actually stopped raining after Commander Terry and I got there and got 
setup, and all went smoothly. Thank you so much, John and Cindy, for allowing 
us to use your home for this important kick off event for the Fall. What a great 
location ! 
 
Don’t forget that the November Dinner Meeting at the Masonic Hall will be our 
celebrated dessert Auction, Bring your favorite specialty dessert to the Dinner 
Meeting and we will auction it off for the benefit of PBPS. As usual we will meet 
at 1800 for social hour and then eat at 1900, followed by the auction and dessert 
consumption. 
 
Gaye will be looking for help over the next few weeks to start work on our 
Christmas Party, which will be held at the Masonic Lodge on Thursday 4 De-
cember. This will be an opportunity to help decorate the Lodge our way.. 
 
As I mentioned,  Christmas, although it seems a long way off, is actually only 10 
weeks away. We should give some thought to our Christmas Charity this year. It 
is traditional for us to collect from our members and contribute to a worthy 
cause, so if you have a worthy cause (New sails do not count, I tried that last 
year) let a board member know and the EBoard will consider it. 
 
Hoping that you all had a great summer and are ready for our Fall and Winter 
educational programs, and for our social season ashore. 

�
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NMMA applauds important relief measure for recreational boating 
 �

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 30, 2008—In a significant victory for the recrea-
tional marine industry and the American boating and angling public, President 
Bush late yesterday signed into law S. 2766, the Clean Boating Act of 2008, 
protecting the more than 17 million recreational boats throughout the U.S. 
from unprecedented and unnecessary federal regulations.  Congress passed the 
Clean Boating Act on July 22, 2008. 
  
“The recreational marine industry and boaters throughout the U.S. can now rest 
easy and go boating without a federal or state permit, heavy penalties and ab-
surd legal jeopardy,” said Scott Gudes, NMMA vice president of Government 
Relations.  “We applaud President Bush and Congress for their bipartisan ef-
forts to reverse the unintended and potentially devastating consequences of an 
overbroad federal court decision.”     
  
Introduced by Senators Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and 
Representatives Steve LaTourette (R-Ohio) and Candice Miller (R-Mich.), the 
Clean Boating Act permanently and fully restores a commonsense regulation 
that excludes recreational boaters and anglers from the Clean Water Act fed-
eral and state permitting system designed for land-based industrial facilities, 
like sewage treatment plants. Without legislative relief, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) was set to implement new permitting regulations for 
boaters by October 1, 2008. 
  
“This is welcome news for all recreational marine manufacturers across the 
country,” said Thom Dammrich, NMMA president. “NMMA raised the alarm 
on this misguided court decision nearly two years ago, and we are thrilled that 
Congress and the President have prevented the bureaucratic nightmare that was 
set to become law.”        
  
“NMMA thanks all of its partners in the Boat Blue Coalition, including 
BoatU.S.,” added Gudes.  “Passage of this legislation is a testament to what is 
possible when our community joins forces and speaks with one voice before 
key decision-makers.”  
 �
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The Sun crossed the equator on Monday, September 22, so as you read 
this it is officially fall. If you want a terrific program for your PC that 
shows the sun and moon position in the sky and how they move 
throughout the year, you can download a free program at 
www.mapmaker.com. You probably won’t want the map maker portion 
but do scroll down to the Sun Clock program. It is named Sun Clock 
version 6.5. This program also shows moon phases and the shape of the 
lit versus dark portions of the globe. You will find it very worthwhile, 
however be advised the program size is 12MB and you should have ca-
ble to download (or an awful lot of time otherwise). It also makes an 
excellent screen saver since the clock will continue to run. 
 
The first-of-a-kind class to a troop of Boy Scouts did take place out-
doors using Des Moines Marina as the classroom for the majority of the 
teaching. 1st Lt Pat Foley, SN, P/C Bob Miller, JN, and Lt/C Rick Edel, 
AP were the instructors. Lt/C Roger Hunt, AP came by to see if we 
needed extra help. This was a very successful experiment, as the instruc-
tors, the Scout adult leaders and the Scouts and their sisters all got to 
experience real things – boats of different kinds, parts of boats, boat pro-
pulsion, sailboats, trailers and trailer to truck hook up done right, and 
some done not-so-right.  Pat Foley gave the 2nd class and tests as Bob 
and Rick were not in Seattle on September 6th when the follow up and 
exam class was held. Pat reported that all passed and all thought very 
highly of the class. So highly in fact, that the Troop made a donation to 
our Squadron which was put into the Legacy Fund to grow for our fu-
ture. 
 
At HQ, there is still a little uncertainty when the new ABC replacement 
class will be available; HQ still says November. We’re waiting and 
checking. 
 

�

 

 
The new N for Navigation class is in beta testing and we’re looking to 
see it stabilize and become available as well. 
 
I got to attend the Newport, Rhode Island Boat Show. It was a beautiful 
sunny eastern day, but not too muggy. I went with my father-in-law and 
his brother (uncle-in-law?) 
We had a blast; the show was fabulous and well organized. We got to 
ride launches from the brokers’ area to the trawler fest area and then to 
the new boat show.  Some boats were greater than $4.5 million. One was 
available in the morning and sold by afternoon. I guess the economy is-
n’t too bad for some folks.  While walking around, I met a man in a 
USPS polo shirt. Turns out it was Bob Sweet, the Assistant National 
Education Officer and author of Weekend Navigator and other nautical 
books. He was very cordial, but was with a group as I was, so we didn’t 
chat very long. He’ll be the next NEO and it’s good to get to know that 
person first hand. 
 
As there have been some tweaks in our educational course schedule, it 
will be reprinted again with this log. 
 
Near term: ABC in Des Moines on October 11th and in Norpoint on Oc-
tober 25th. 
Also, just a reminder -- Piloting starts on October 7th. Come and join the fun. 
 
That’s about it for now -- Happy and safe boating to all. 

�
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Poverty Bay Sail and Power Squadron  
Education Courses 2008/2009 

 
Course Type Course Name  Meeting Days Dates  
      Begin - End  
 
Advanced Courses 
 
  Piloting   10 Oct. 7-Dec. 9, 2008 
  Advance Piloting  12 Jan. 13-Feb. 4, 2009 
  Instructor Development 5 Jan. 7-Feb 4, 2009 
  Seamanship 2009  7 Apr. 7-May 19, 2009 
 
Elective Courses 
 
  Cruise Planning  9 Feb. 25-Apr. 8, 2009 
  Marine Electronics 8 Apr. 15-May 27, 2009 
   
 
ABC Sessions  
 
     1 Oct. 11, 2008 
     1 Oct. 25, 2008 Norpoint 
     1 Nov. 8, 2008 
     1 Dec. 6, 2008 
     1 Feb. 7, 2009 
     1 Feb. 28, 2009 Norpoint 
     1 Mar. 21, 2009 
     1 Apr. 11, 2009 
     1 May 2, 2009 
     1 May 16, 2009 Kent Com-
mons 
 
Seminar Saturdays 
     2 Nov. 22, 2008 
     2 Feb. 21, 2009 
�
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Fun was had by all!  The rendezvous attendance was limited but not the 
rendezvous spirit or food. 
 
Friday’s weather for travel was excellent and at night we had the tradi-
tional appetizers. Our home made “Quesada’s” were a big hit, thanks to 
Sam’s Club. After our light dinner, several of us went to the local thea-
ter and watched a live production of “The Last of the Red Hot Lovers”. 
It was wonderful and the walk there and back really helped settle our 
dinner. 
 
Saturday morning several of us went to the Saturday Market.  There was 
lots of fresh produce, crafts and great people watching!  Games were set 
up during the day and many of our fellow boaters went shopping!  In the 
afternoon we had ice cream and some of us (who we were told did not 
even like ice cream) tried different variations and found they even 
wanted seconds. 
 
Dinner Saturday night was a “traditional Hawaiian Luau” and the 
roasted chicken and pork were a big hit.  As always the food was good, 
but all of those desserts were excellent! 
 
The weather on Saturday afternoon and evening was pretty blustery and 
it was a real experience for some of us who do not boat in the wind.  
Thank goodness it settled down by Sunday for the trip home. 
 
Someone (whom we will not name) “experimented” with the breakfast 
pastries on Sunday morning and some of you were even gracious 
enough to say you loved it! 
 
Thanks to all of you who came and for those of you who brought 
yummy desserts and breakfast items.  As always it was wonderful to see 
all and get caught up.  See you next time! 
�
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Joshua Peters  2 
Kara Dalkey  4 
Cyndi Davidson 5 
Richard Rutkowski 7 
William Robey 9 
Martha Hawley 10 
Diane Yotter  11 
Robert Lauderbach 11 
Sandra Scott  11 
Roger Brass  14 
James Fraser  18 
Rick Pringle  19 
Nichole Ellis  22 
Gaye Howells  23 
Alyson Peters  24 
Paul Hunter  25 
Robert Hoelzen 25 
Ed Yotter  26 
Todd Powell  27 
Linda McMullen 30 
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Joe Ross  1 
Richard Holman 1 
Deana Fraser  2 
David Sharp  3 
Gordon Baker  4 
Josh Webster  4 
Arlene Swarm  8 
Bryan Cooke  11 
Martha Hawley 11 
Don Hale  12 
Robert Miller  15 
Jackie Smith  19 
Greg Hader  19 
Daniel Leehouts 20 
Robert Scott  23 
Teresa Brandau 24 
Rick Edel  25 
Luke Curtis  26 
Tom Stow  27 
Gloria Hunt  28 
Jill Smith  30 
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Sheila and I had the luxury of taking a cruise on Brizo this summer that 
lasted 62 days. We went as far north as Ocean Falls, British Columbia, 
which is about 500 nm from Tacoma (L 52 21.2 N, Lo 127 41.9 W). 
When we returned to Tacoma we had cruised 1,152 nm. 
 
As some of you know, we had a very serious accident in Ocean Falls. 
While raising our dinghy to the upper deck we had a system failure with 
the dinghy falling and knocking Sheila to the deck. The next day we re-
ceived some excellent (and inexpensive!) medical help in Bella Bella, 
and based on the doctor’s consultation, continued on our cruise while I 
constantly monitored Sheila’s progress. When we got home we were 
very, very surprised to find out she had 2 fractures in her pelvis plus a 
fracture in her tailbone. She is well on the mend now, so I guess Brizo, 
the Greek goddess who is the “protectoress of mariners and fishermen”, 
was really watching over of us! 
 
You may be asking, “How could this be a ‘wonderful cruise’ given the 
terrible accident”?  Well it was because we love being together on the 
water and experiencing new things. This trip was full of challenges, mak-
ing new friends, cruising with current friends, seeing new places and 
gaining fond memories. 
 
While on our cruise, Sheila’s brother sent us an email with a quote from 
an internet blog. I don’t know who wrote it but Sheila and I found it de-
scribes our feelings exactly. 
 
“You keep thinking the adventure can't get any better, but it keeps sur-
passing your imagination. Each day you sit in yet another quiet bay in 
awe - some would ask "aren't you tired of that yet".... We'd have to say - 
Nope!!!  
 

(Continued on page 15) 

�
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(Continued from page 14) 
 

Each bay, cove, sound, and inlet has its own identity. For some it's the 
waterfall, others it's the natural slides, then there's the trees and birds, 
and the color of the water that changes throughout each day from dark 
green to brown to milky khaki. Oh, did I forget the mountains and their 
ever changing impressions and moodiness. 
 
We're thankful to have this experience realizing that many people will 
never get a glimpse of this type of lifestyle let alone in this part of the 
world. Yet, we accept that this too is just a small morsel of this wonder-
ful world which we have yet to experience.” 
 
Need I say more? 
�
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   Kenneth L. (Pat) Waters 
   28925 13th Ave S. 
   Federal Way, WA 98003 
   253-529-2873 
  
And new member: 
 
   Susan Lee Waters 
 Same address and phone number as above. 
  
Pat was a member in 1978 and his wife Susan is a new active member. 
  
They are sailors and, thanks to Tom Spohn, wanted to join us, again in 
one case. 
  
Please welcome them and make them feel a part of this magnificent 
group whenever you see them. 
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The United States Coast Guard believes strongly that there is a signifi-
cant potential terrorist threat from small boats. An article that will be 
published in the upcoming USNI Proceedings magazine and was pro-
vided by USCG Commandant Allen regarding the possible use of a small 
vessel as a threat against the U.S. maritime transportation system can be 
found at http://www.usps.org/national/natsec/USNI Article.pdf . 
  
Please read the USNI article. Squadron members are asked to be mindful 
and alert to this possibility. Thank you. 



September 2008 September 2008 

�
���94��
���93�

����#����,����1

/�.7���#����#�
��������	

� ���
�������

�
Books are selling really easily again this year. The $20 price is such an 
obvious value, it doesn’t take any hard selling to get people to buy books. 
If we get out there and offer them first, Poverty Bay will benefit instead 
of some other organization. 
 
You can check out books to sell, with no cost up front, and no pressure to 
pay for them if they don’t sell. 
 
You can email your friends, advertise them on your company bulletin 
board, take your book or a checked-out sample to club meetings, what-
ever. You’ll find that most of your friends will WANT one. As a matter 
of fact, quite a few people are buying one for each car. 
 
If you didn’t get my email with the details to send to your friends, I’ll be 
happy to send you another one. Members who did send it out have sold 
lots of books.  
 
This is the year to really promote the books, because our profit structure 
is terrific this year! We have ALREADY sold enough books to raise our 
profit margin to 50% … that’s $10 per book. And, all profit from books 
directly benefits boater education.  
 
Questions? Call me! 
 
Thanks! 
 
Barry  
206-244-6714 
BarryMcDon@aol.com 
�
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This is the first of two articles about Marine Radar systems. In article two 
I’ll compare the characteristics of a few of the newer marine radar sys-
tems available today however, in order to help you to make an informed 
purchase decision, it’s helpful to have a bit of knowledge on how radar 
systems actually work so, here’s some operational knowledge: 
 
Radar is an acronym for RAdio Detection And Ranging. The basic prin-
ciple of operation of radar is relatively simple to understand if you’ve 
ever yelled in a canyon to create an echo. However, the theory can be 
quite complex. Understanding a bit of the theory is essential in order to 
be able to identify the system right for you as well as to operate a radar 
system correctly. The design of radar systems involve a lot of mechanical 
and electrical engineering however, we are only interested in how they 
function. 
 
Radar measurement of range, or distance, is made possible because of the 
properties of radiated electromagnetic energy and solving a version of the 
60 D = ST formula that we learned in Piloting.  
 
Radiated energy normally travels through the atmosphere in a straight 
line, at a constant speed, and will vary only slightly because of atmos-
pheric and weather conditions. (The effects atmosphere and weather have 
on this energy will be ignored in this discussion.)   
 
Electromagnetic energy travels through air at approximately the speed of 
light, 
· 186,000 statute miles per second or 
· 162,000 nautical miles per second 
 
#� !�)������ ��!�)����
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The transmitted electromagnetic waves are reflected back toward the ra-
dar when they meet a reflecting surface and that means an obstacle is in 
the transmitted path and in the direction the antenna is pointed. 
 

(Continued on page 19) 
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(Continued from page 18) 
 

The radar antenna “illuminates” the target with a microwave signal, 
which is then reflected and picked up by the radar’s receiver (called an 
echo or return). 
 
Radar “echoes” are then displayed on the radar display. A display typi-
cally shows a rotating strobe with the radar (your ship) at the center. The 
rotating “beam” indicates the pointing direction of the antenna and there-
fore, the bearing toward a target. 
 
The electronic principle on which radar operates is very similar to sound-
wave reflection. If you shout in the direction of a sound-reflecting object 
(like a rocky canyon or cave), you hear an echo. If you know the speed 
of sound in air, you can then estimate the distance and general direction 
of the object. The time required for an echo to return can be roughly con-
verted to distance if the speed of sound is known (~1100’ per second). 
 
Radar uses electromagnetic energy pulses in much the same way. The 
radio-frequency energy is transmitted to and reflected from the reflecting 
object. A small portion of the reflected energy returns to the radar set. 
Radar sets uses this echo and other data (antenna direction, etc.) to deter-
mine the direction and distance of the reflecting object. 
 
The distance is determined by comparing the time difference from the 
time the signal is transmitted toward the target to the time of the echo is 
returned. The round trip time is divided by two in order to obtain the 
time the wave took to reach the target.  
 
The angular determination of the target is determined by the directivity 
of the antenna. Directivity is the ability of the antenna to concentrate the 
transmitted energy in a particular direction, like a flashlight beam; the 
narrower the beam, the better the bearing accuracy (called resolution). 
By measuring the direction in which the antenna is pointing when the 
echo is received, the bearing angle from the radar to the target is deter-
mined. The actual formula solved for an accurate solution is much more 
complex but you get the idea. 
 
 

 

 
The True Bearing (referenced to true north) of a radar target is the angle 
between true north and a line pointed directly at the target. (The bearing 
angle to the radar target may also be measured in a clockwise direction 
from the centerline of your own ship and is referred to as the relative 
bearing.) 
 
The antennas of most radar systems are designed to radiate energy in a 
one-directional beam that can be moved in bearing simply by rotating 
the antenna. The shape of the beam is such that the echo signal strength 
varies in intensity as the antenna beam moves across the target; the point 
of maximum echo is when the beam points directly at the target. Most 
marine radars produce a beam width between 1.8° and 5.5° depending 
on antenna design with the narrower beam usually found in larger, open-
array antennas and the wider beam width found in the round “radome” 
type antennas. 
 
Radar Resolution 
The radar features to keep in mind when using, researching, or purchas-
ing a radar system are the radar’s maximum and minimum ranges and 
both the range and bearing resolutions (target resolution) the unit is ca-
pable of providing. The maximum and minimum ranges (Rmax and 
Rmin) of a radar unit are factors of the width of the radar’s transmitted 
pulse and the number of pulses transmitted per second. Just suffice it to 
say that today’s marine radars provide an Rmax between 24 & 72 nauti-
cal miles and an Rmin as small as 20 meters, well within our require-
ments. 
 
The (more important) target resolution of radar is its ability to distin-
guish between targets that are very close in either range or bearing. 
Range resolution is the ability of a radar system to distinguish between 
two or more targets on the same bearing but at different ranges. The de-
gree of range resolution depends mostly on the width of the transmitted 
pulse and the type and size of the target. Pulse width is the primary fac-
tor in range resolution with a shorter pulse providing better range resolu-
tion. 
 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Your telephone committee calls each member the week prior to the monthly dinner 
meeting. IF you have not been called by Sunday and you wish to attend our dinner, 
please contact Chairperson Lt Linda McDonnell, P (206-244-6714). All additions 
or cancellations to our count must be in no later than the Monday before the meet-
ing! Also Please, Please see that we have a correct phone number for you. If you 
are not being called, we probably don’t. 
 
“A reservation made is a reservation paid”. Please remember when the telephone 
calling committee member calls you for dinner reservations, that you are obligated 
to pay for your dinners if you do not attend or cancel by the Monday preceding the 
dinner meeting.  Dinner price is $18.00/person. The squadron has to pay for 
ALL reservations made. 
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PBSPS, c/o Lt/C Don Parker, AP 
P.O. Box 515, Wauna, WA 98395 

(Continued from page 21) 
 

Bearing resolution is the minimum angular separation between two 
equal targets when at the same range and show as two distinct targets on 
the display. The bearing resolution characteristics of a radar are deter-
mined by the antenna’s beam width. The narrower the beam width an-
gle, the better the bearing resolution of the radar. Today’s marine radars 
are usually capable of distinguishing between targets that are a hundred 
yards apart or so in range and/or bearing. 
 
Now that you have some knowledge about how radar systems work and 
what features are important to look for, you’ll be prepared for my next 
article comparing a few radar systems available. 
 
Remember, if a vessel is not equipped with radar, the prudent skipper 
will have the vessel safely “on the hook” during periods of reduced visi-
bility. Yes, even if you have a WAAS-enabled GPS! The GPS can only 
tell you your position and cannot detect other vessels or obstructions!  
 
Boat safely. 

�����������
�������
	
8����
��@��<�����::4�

1��/
�
��
!<�� �
�

A “capital” time was had by all this past Labor Day Weekend at the 
PBSPS rendezvous at Swantown Marina in Olympia.  The theme was 
loosely based on the ‘50’s with Kara Dalkey and Marcus Nelson as your 
hepcat hosts. 
�
Most people arrived by Friday evening, and a variety of tasty appetizers 
were shared.  Saturday morning we had a home-goodness breakfast of 
Cheerios, Frosted Flakes and a variety of pastries.  Later that morning, 
many members walked the several blocks to have a gander at the sumptu-
ous Farmer’s Market, featuring booths of local produce and crafts, and a 
live music stage. 
 
Saturday evening was a potluck dinner, accompanied by ‘50’s music, 
only slightly delayed by a brief but intense rainshower.  Once the rain-
bows came out, we did too and had a festive feast, with some of the past 

commanders of the Olympia Power Squadron as guests.  
After dinner came the Beatnik Poetry Slam for which sev-
eral intrepid would-be poets wrote loving odes to their 
boat.  Prize winners were Jackie and Terry Smith for their 
cool Best-of-theme poem to the Rooster, complete with 
bongos.  Most Amusing went to the poem for Our Briga-
doon, loosely based on “The Night Before Christmas”.  
Just Because award went to Joanna Webster of the JimJo, 
for a poem that described how the boat got its name. 
 
Sunday breakfast was once again 

cereal and pastries, augmented with scrumptuous 
cinnamon bread from the Farmer’s Market.  
Around noon, many folk went off to Percival 
Landing to see what they could of the tugboat 
races (the parade of tugs from big to small as 
they left the marina was worth watching just by 
itself—how many of you saw the little 8’ one-man tug?)   

(Continued on page 23) 
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(Continued from page 22) 
 

 
Other sights at Percival Landing were a couple of 
visiting tall ships and a booth of model radio-
controlled boats based on historical ships of the 
Sound.   
 
Around 1:30 pm (postponed because of the tug races) the hosts set up 
Dagwood’s Sandwich Shop, with all sorts of bread, lunchmeats, cheese, 
and other fixings to make a sandwich just the way you want it.  We also 
managed some ice cream and other goodies for dessert.  Rain also ap-
peared for this meal, causing some wag to comment that the weather was 
great so long as we didn’t bring food on the dock.  There was also a 
Guess The Number of Jellybeans In the Jar game.  The year’s supply of 
jellybeans was won by Don Hale, with little prizes for runners-up Jackie, 
Cheryl and Julie.  Card games of chance, under fabulous sunny skies, 
followed the lunch. 

 
Sunday night, many members took advan-
tage of gift cards we’d received inside 
Swantown Marina’s gift bags and walked 
into Olympia for dinner.  By all accounts 
the food was great and it’s a good thing 
there was plenty of walking back to burn off 
the calories. 
 

Swantown is a beautiful and very accommodating marina, and the local 
attractions can’t be beat.  It was a perfect place for a fun three-day ren-
dezvous. 
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Thanks to Dave Smith, Ph.D., Commander, USCG (RET) for providing 
the following anti-drowning tips. Dr. Smith is an aquatic safety consult-
ant. You can find him on the web at http://aquaticsafety.com ...Capt. Matt 
Here are a few basic anti-drowning tips: 
 
Most people who die in aquatic accidents - boating/swimming - succumb 
to drowning. Most drownings result from three major factors -inability to 
swim, effects of relatively cold water, and alcohol. 
 
Most drownings occur 10 feet or less from safety, and roughly 60 percent 
of the time another person is both witnessing and in a position to rescue 
the victim. Unfortunately, would-be rescuers are not aware of the classic 
signs of drowning. 
 
These signs are:  
 
· Head back. 
· Mouth open, establishing an airway - but not vocalizing. 
· Arms doing an involuntary, above the water, breast stroke. 
· Head bobbing up and down, above then below the surface. 
 
Drowning occurs rapidly and soundlessly, averaging 20 seconds in small 
children and up to a minute in adults. To the uninitiated a drowning per-
son's surface struggle may appear to be playing, clowning or splashing 
accompanied by lack of requests for help. Simply observing and reacting 
to the signs of drowning by basic, shore-based reaching or throwing res-
cues may cancel a needless tragedy. 
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The tools in DB2000 are vital to the administrative functions of your squad-
ron’s Executive Committee. Version 9 of DB2000 will be available in Sep-
tember and the district is hosting a seminar on how to use this latest version. 
You will be shown how to install the software, download the database from 
National, and to maintain and update squadron data back to National. We will 
also demonstrate how to create the OD-2 form, do Merit Marks online, and 
how to use the Quick and Dirty Report Writer function to quickly produce 
printed squadron rosters. 
 
The session is mostly show and tell, but you may want to follow along on 
your own laptop. If so, bring your charged-up laptop (Windows versions 
only) to the session at 1300-1445 on Saturday, 11 October, in the San Juan 
Room at the conference hotel. It would help if your wifi system is configured 
properly so you can get on the internet to connect to the national database and 
download the latest and greatest copy of your squadron’s roster. Also, make 
sure that you have the proper passwords and squadron identifier that were sent 
to your Commander in June. 
 
For more info, contact Bob Miller at bobmi@earthlink.net or phone him at 
360-588-9950. 
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Seattle Sail & Power Squadron is raising funds to help defray the costs of the 
D16 2009 Spring Conference by selling D16 T-shirts (short and long sleeve), 
pullover sweatshirts, ¼ zip sweatshirts and ceramic mugs. All items are deco-
rated with the 17 burgees of the squadrons in D16 and the D16 flag. Please go 
to the D16 website: http:www.usps.org/localusps/d16 to view these items and 
to find instructions on how to place your order. Contact Barbara Reine: sun-
nyside2@clearwire.net or by phone @ 206-547-7391 with questions. 
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